Margaret Schlegel has been officious and tiresome during
this terrible week, and we have all suffered under her, but
upon my soul she's honest. She's not in collusion with the
matron, Pm absolutely certain of it. Nor was she with the
doctor, I'm equally certain of that. She did not hide
anything from us, for up to that very afternoon she was as
ignorant as we are. She, like ourselves, was a dupe - ' He
stopped for a moment. 'You see, Charles, in her terrible
pain your poor mother put us all in false positions. Paul
would not have left England, you would not have gone to
Italy, nor Evie and I into Yorkshire, if only we had known.
Well, Miss Schlegel's position has been equally false. Take
all in all, she has not come out of it badly.'
Evie said: 'But those chrysanthemums - *
4 Or coming down to the funeral at all - ' echoed Dolly.
'Why shouldn't she come down? She had the right to,
and she stood far back among the Hilton women. The
flowers - certainly we should not have sent such flowers,
but they may have seemed the right thing to her, Evie,
and for all you know they may be the custom in Germany.'
*Oh3 I forgot she isn't really English,' cried Evie. 'That
would explain a lot.'
'She's a cosmopolitan,' said Charles, looking at his watch.
*I admit I'm rather down on cosmopolitans. My fault,
doubtless. I cannot stand them, and a German cosmo-
politan is the limit. I think that's about all, isn't it? I
want to run down and see Chalkeley. A bicycle will do.
And, by the way, I wish you'd speak to Crane some time.
I'm certain he's had my new car out.'
'Has he done it any harm?'
'No.'
' In that case I shall let it pass. It's not worth while having
a row.*
Charles and his father sometimes disagreed. But they
always parted with an increased regard for one another,
and each desired no doughtier comrade when it was
necessary to voyage for a little past the emotions. So the
sailors of Ulysses voyaged past the Sirens, having first
stopped one another's ears with wool.
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